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South Whidbey Parks & Recreation District 

July 15, 2015 – Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

I.        Call to Order 

Commissioners Present:  Joel Gerlach, Mark Helpenstell, Bob Hezel and Don Wood (by phone) 

Staff Present:  Doug Coutts, Tom Fallon (at 6:15 p.m.) and Peggy Nelson 

 

Joel called the meeting to order at 6:07 p.m.  The attendance sheet is attached for permanent 

records only. 

 

II. Public Comment 

No public comment. 

 

III. Approval of Minutes  

The minutes of the Regular Meeting on June 17, 2015, were unanimously approved in a motion 

made by Mark and seconded by Don.  

  

IV.      Treasurer’s Report/Voucher List Approval 

Doug reviewed the Treasurer’s Report. 
 

The ending fund balances, per Island County, were as follows: 

 The Maintenance and Operations Fund was $362,088.81. 

 The Capital Fund was $500.64. 

 The Reserve Fund was $194,598.96. 

 The Bond Fund was $140,268.08. 

 

Voucher Approval 

In a motion made by Mark and seconded by Bob, the Board unanimously approved the 

Maintenance and Operations Fund Vouchers #6931 through #6988 in the amount of $68,292.44 

and electronic tax payments in the amount of $5,081.02. 

    

V.   Staff Report (to be attached for permanent records) 

Doug reviewed the staff report with the commissioners.   

 

VI.   Unfinished Business 

A. Comprehensive Plan Programs 
Doug said he reached out to Whidbey General Hospital but he had not connected with them 

yet about physical therapy at the proposed aquatics facility.   

  

B. Irrigation and Drainage YAF Grant Application – Status Report 

Doug said he spoke with the RCO grants manager about the potential 30-acre property 

acquisition and it is possible to apply for a grant to purchase and/or renovate the property 

even after the property is purchased.  Doug said the application for the irrigation and 

drainage grant had been submitted and was being reviewed by RCO, but the initial review 

was positive. 
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C.  Consideration of Acquisition of Property – Discussion 

Doug introduced Andy O’Brien as the realtor representing the Park District in the potential 

property acquisition.  

 

         i.  Whidbey Island Bank – Letter of Intent 

Doug discussed the Letter of Intent that the Park District received from Whidbey Island 

Bank for the property acquisition loan.  Doug said the bank fees that are typically charged 

on this type of loan have been zeroed out in lieu of the legal fee imposed.  Doug said 

Pacifica had reviewed the Letter of Intent, submitted their edits to Whidbey Island Bank 

and Whidbey Island Bank had made the changes as requested. 

 

 ii.  Pacifica – Letter of Engagement 

Doug said that Pacifica Law Group is the attorney that the Park District has been using 

and Pacifica had not charged the Park District anything but now that the Park District 

may be issuing a bond, the District could pay for attorney services through the bond 

proceeds.  Doug said it was highly desirable to have an attorney on board and Pacifica 

has received good references.  Doug said he was asking for direction from the Board to 

sign the contract with Pacifica.  Don said he was in favor of using Pacifica as the Park 

District’s attorneys.  Mark made a motion to move forward with hiring Pacifica Law 

Group as the attorneys for the Park District. Bob seconded the motion and the motion 

was unanimously approved. 

 

 iii. Grant Opportunity – Expansion 

Doug said he spoke with the RCO grant manager and the Park District can apply for a 

grant for the property being considered or obtain a grant for any new construction at the 

property.  Doug said he had received a letter of retroactivity so the District can apply for 

a grant in the next two years for the property, if desired.  Doug said he needs Board 

approval for a review appraisal on the original appraisal of the property for the grant 

process.  Mark made a motion to fund a review appraisal of the original appraisal up to 

$2,000.  Bob seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously approved. 

 

 iv. Meeting with Realtor - Report 
Doug said Mark, himself, the realtors and the property sellers had a meeting and the offer 

on the property along with the appraisal were presented to the sellers.  Doug said he 

explained to the sellers that the District was funded and ready to proceed with the 

purchase. Doug said a counter offer was received but all in all, it was a positive meeting.          

 

VII. New Business 

 Doug said there was a swim area float line at Deer Lake that had become detached and had 

become a hazard so he contacted WDFW about the float line.  Doug said one of the buoys had 

come loose and needed to be re-anchored so WDFW said they would remove the old float line 

and install a new line.  Mark asked Doug to reply to the Deer Lake resident who sent an email 

about the situation to inform her of WDFW’s intentions.       
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VIII.  Executive Session – Consideration of Acquisition of Property 

The regular meeting adjourned at 6:45 p.m. and moved to Executive Session for 20 minutes.  

The Executive Session intended to return to the Regular Meeting at 7:05 p.m. 

 

The Executive Session returned to the Regular Meeting at 7:05 p.m. 

 

IX.    Adjournment 

There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 7:05 p.m. 
 


